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probable that the author was aided by Father
Parsons. In 1618 Walsingham published his
* Reasons for embracing the Catholic Faith*
(London, 16mo). Two years previously he
had, been formally attached to "the 'English
mission,' and served in Leicestershire. In
1633 he jemq^ed to the college of the Im-
maculate* Conception, Derbyshire, and there
he died oln 1 July 1647. Edward "Walsing-
ham [q.v.], and not Francis, was author of
the prayer manual, * The Evangelique Pearle,'
which is preserved in MS. at the convent
at NewhaU, Essex.
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WALSINGHAM or WALSINGAM,
JOHN (d. 1340 ?), theologian, is said to have
been educated at the house of the Carme-
lites or White Friars at Burnham, Norfolk.
Having proceeded to Gloucester Hall, Oxford,
where was a house of his order, he became
a student of philosophy. From Oxford he
went to the university of Paris, and studied
theology at the Sorbonne. At Paris he is
said by Tritheim, who is uncorroborated by
any other authority, to have acquired great
celebrity in theological disputation. After
returning to England he was elected in 1326
the eleventh provincial of the English Car-
melites. According to Bale, he occupied
this post for two years only, after which he
attended a synod held at Albi, where he
distinguished himself so greatly that John
XXII invited him to Avignon. No mention
of this synod occurs in Fleury or in other
authorities on ecclesiastical history. Ac-
cording to Pits and the * Paradisus Carmeli-
tici Decoris* he was summoned to Avignon
that John XXII might have the benefit of his
talent in disputation against William Ock-
ham's attacks on the papal authority [see
OCKHAM or OCCAM, WILLIAM]. It is ex-
pressly stated by the 'Paradisus7 that Ock-
ham did not venture to appear against him.
This fixes the incident as occurring in May
1328, in which month Ockham escaped from
Avignon. Walsingham remained in favour
with the papal court at Avignon. Possibly
"by way of magnifying the Carmelite order,
the' Paradisus describes Walsingham as held
in distinguished honour by Pope Benedict,
the successor of John XXII; but Leland re-
marks that neither from Benedict nor from
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any other pope does he appear to have re-
ceived preferment.
According to Pits and the * Paradisus,'
Walsingham died in 1330 at the Carmelites'
house at Avignon. But this is inconsistent
with their statement that he was highly
esteemed by Benedict XII, who did not be-
come pope till 1334. Indeed, Pits and the
' Paradisus 'are so little accurate that they
call Benedict XII Benedict XI. Bale, pro-
bably sensible of the discrepancy, associates
the year 1330 with the acme of Walsing-
ham's reputation,(daruit.' He assigns no
date to Walsingham's death, while Leland
roundly admits that he knows nothing of cer-
tainty about it. A clue to the date of Wai-
singhamrs death, harmonising with the asser-
tions of all the writers that he enjoyed the
patronage of Benedict XII, may perhaps be
found in the statement of Pits and the ' Para-
disus ' that he disputed with Oekham * de
potestate summipontificis.* In 1328 the con-
troversy convulsing the religious world was
that concerning 'evangelical poverty' [see
OCKHAM, WILLIAM]. Presumably, therefore,
notwithstanding the words of Pits, this was
the topic upon which Walsingham was de-
puted to dispute against Ockham when Ock-
ham failed to appear. It was not till a later
period, between 1339 and 1342, that Ockham
produced his treatise * Octo qusestiones super
potestate ac dignitate papafi,' also intituled
*De potestate jontificum et imperatorum/
Benedict XII died on 25 April 1342, and as
we hear nothing of any relations between
Walsingham and Clement VI, Benedict's
successor, it may be inferred that Walsing-
ham died before the accession of the latter
pope. The (Paradisus 'expressly states that
he died under Benedict XT I. The date 1330
is probably therefore a mistake, on the part
either of compiler or of printer, for 1340.
This year is given, associated with the word
1 claniit,' by the Carmelite Petrus Lucius in
1593, with a reference to Trithemius.
Tritheim or Trithemius, who died in 1516,
and erroneously calls Walsingham Wals-
gram, assigns to him two treatises: 1. 'Super
Sententias libri 4.' 2. 'Qusestiones Variae
liber 1.' He adds,c Other works which he is
said to have composed have not come to my
knowledge/ Leland, writing a generation
later after ransacking the contents of the
monastic libraries of this country, intitules
No. 2. * Qusestionum libri 3.' * Utrum rela-
tionesj* and adds 3.t Determinationum liber
I.1 4.' Quodlibeta liber 1. In Disputatione.'
5. * In Proverbia Salomonis liber 1. Viam
sapientiaa monstrabo tibi.' Bale, who had
himself been a Carmelite, amplifies the sub-
titles or catchwords of Leland, which shows
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